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pastor’s Message

There’s a patch of grass in my front yard this morning. Right up near
the front of the house, at the corner of a group of bare, gray apple trees,
there’s a triangle, maybe four feet on a side, where I can actually see the
ground, and there’s grass on it. The rest of my yard, of course, is still
covered with snow. The crabapple tree is nearly bare. The snow on the
ground below its branches has been trampled by the feet of hungry deer.

I like the snow, especially in the deep, short days of winter. I like the
way it catches every little bit of light and bounces it around all over the
place. I like the way it covers the ground like a blanket. I imagine all the
flowers and crops and little rodents down there sleeping their deep sleep,
and this thick, amazing blanket laid down just for them, to help them get
the rest they need.

I'm practicing thinking warm and cozy thoughts about winter.
Keeping a positive attitude, “embracing the winter, embracing the snow.”
But I have to confess, my positive attitude is getting pretty thin. I've been
kind of putting one foot in front of the other for a while, scattered, grumpy,
forgetful, brooding, dull.

And then I looked out the window this morning, and there was this
little patch of grass; and something moved in my body. Like ice on a river
when it starts to melt, and it’s blocked, and it’s jammed, and all of a sudden
something gives and it moves, when [ saw that little patch of grass in my
yard, something moved in my body; I breathed; I relaxed; I rose from dark
waters and lived.

In seminary, they taught us not to equate the resurrection of Jesus
with seasonal change. Seasonal change is normal. It may include a dormant
phase that looks a lot like death; but it isn’t really. Jesus, on the other
hand, according to the Apostles’ Creed was, “crucified, dead and buried.”
The resurrection, we learned, was a very different thing from seasonal
change.

I get it. I know the trees and flowers are just doing their natural
thing, that it isn’t God stepping in to overrule the normal deathliness of the
world. I understand all that in my head, but it isn’t what happened in me
when I looked out my window this morning and saw a patch of grass in my
yard. What happened in me was more profound, more wonderful than a
normal emotional reaction to cyclic change. What happened in me was a
gift, pure and simple; it broke through my darkness, bathed me with hope,
flowed in like warm water over me, melted me, opened me, filled me with
light and love and life, with Life that overrules, contradicts, undoes the
power of death. Quite simply, the Life that burst out from the tomb where
they’d laid Jesus’ body, that Life flowed into me this morning and Eastered
me from the tips of my toes to the top of my shiny bald head. May your life
be Eastered, too!
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Personnel Update

Pamela Nute hired as our Administrative Assistant

At its meeting on March 12", the council unanimously approved a Working Agreement to hire Pamela
Nute as our Administrative Assistant (AA). As many of you know, Pam has been working in the church
office since January 12", initially as a temporary from the Allstaff Employment Agency and then as our
part time AA working 25 hours a week. Effective March 29", became a full time staff member, sharing her
time between the church and the Shining Lights Learning Center (SLLC). She will be working 35 hours
per week. The church office will be open Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.

Pam comes to us after working 18 years in management at Garnet Hill and completing a short, contract
position with The Morrison Nursing Home. She says she loves her job with us, enjoys meeting and talking
with people, and is looking forward to working for both the church and SLLC. The next time you are in the
church in the daytime, stop by and introduce yourself. Welcome, Pam.

Ann Craxton

Celebration of Life

The family of Dick Holland would like to thank all of you who made the service and reception for Dick
Holland so memorable. It was an honor to meet with David as we searched for the right words, the right
phrase, and the right sentiment to express the essence of Dick's life. The music was uplifting. Dottie, the
choir, soloist Phil Brown came together to help us remember Dick. Music was such a big part of his life.

Dick loved this place. Dick loved the people.

Thanks go to Glenda lles and Cynthia Nielson who began the process of preparing a reception. The
outpouring of love in the form of salads, desserts, fruit plates, and sandwiches was overwhelming. As |
entered the Fellowship Hall, if ever there was an occasion to describe "tears of joy", this was it! | felt
humbled. | felt loved. | felt gratitude. Many thanks, dear friends, for attending his service, the
reception, and/or your remembrance in the form of cards and notes. It was a day my sister, Joanna, my
niece, Lisa, and | will never forget. Dick lived almost to the age of 92. He loved life. He loved you.

Barbara Holland

Dick and Barbara at the Harvest Supper 10-06-2013
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“Classifieds and Notices”

1 Peter 3:15 THANK YOU
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atmosphere fo.r members Snacks and juices for children .
and visitors

Energy Fair & Workshops Spring Clean Up

Saturday, April 11 t May 16!
8am —3:30 pm
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For more information visit
www.ammenerqgy.ord

FREE Admission
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Sunday School Happenings:

Children’s Mission Fair Date Set for May 17, 2015

The date has been set! Everyone is invited to coffee hour on May 17, 2015
where the children will end Sunday School for the year by telling us about
the mission they have selected for their piggy bank money. Instead of
contributing to a weekly collection, the children have been “feeding” their
own piggy bank each week. The missions they have chosen to support have
been selected by each child with the help of their families. The money in
the pigs will be matched to the best of our ability out of the children’s mission fund. We hope that
everyone will come, share a snack, and support the children and the hard work they have done. If
you would like to bring along your own pig feed (spare change), all the better!

Pancake Breakfast Recap

The first great adventure to come out of our joined CE/RTF
efforts was a Free Community Pancake Breakfast On March 28
from 8-10! Guests were met with warm faces, a craft and an
egg hunt for the kids, and the smell and taste of breakfast
favorites! It was a great way to reach out and show the
community what a great place the First Congregational Church
of Littleton is! A very special thank you to all those who
contributed by volunteering, spreading the word, bringing a friend, of donating either money or
supplies!

Brand Messaging

Recently CE took on the project of redoing the wall of photos in the
Fellowship Hall. (The old wall is seen here. Check out the new wall
in person.) Because the old photos were faded and dated 7-8 years
ago, we were afraid they were sending the message that we don’t
currently have a lot going on. We hope that the new pictures will
remind those in our congregation of happy times we have shared.
First time visitors will see the people they are attending church with participating in fun activities.
Other visitors to the fellowship hall may see faces that they recognize in the community and know
that all is alive and well at First Congregational Church. Thank you to all those who contributed
photos, words, or assistance in hanging frames!

The frames were all hung using Velcro so that the pictures can easily be updated. If you take any
pictures that would be great for the wall or for Steeple Talk, please e-mail them to the church
office!



“ Completing the Circle “

Thursday, April 30, 2015, 6:30 Ladies Parlor
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Feedback may or may not result in change (ask Ginny), but it is very important to
embrace the process. Our introductory expegr.i
the Circledé model for reviewing ministries w
learned a lot, and incorporated changes. However, as the Deacons reflected on issues
involving the process itself, it seemed appropriate to make adjustments to bette r reflect
the nature of our church. Accordingly, instead of having more frequent meetings, each
focusing on one aspect of our ministry, we plan to schedule small group gatherings in the
spring, winter, and fall to discuss our church as a whole.

Please take the opportunity to reflect on your experience of worship, pastoral care,
Christian education, committee and task force work, mission projects, membership concerns
and anything else that may occur to you. Then, plan to bring your thoughts to the Ladies
Parlor on Thursday, April 30, 2015 at 6:30.

We will keep our reflection groups to six or eight people and have as many groups as
we need to accommodate everyone who wants to take part.

Jim Baker's progress ... Jim is doing real well since his open heart surgery on Feb. 17th. Naturally he is limited to
what he can and can't do which is frustrating for him, but I'm doing my best to keep him in line! If all goes well are
still planning on returning to N.H. on May 6th. We want to thank everyone for their cards, calls, prayers and
concerns. ~Marlene




Mission Snotlight

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING: Sunday, March 15 marked our One Great Hour of Sharing special offering;
the U.C.C. refugee, relief and development offering which helps transform lives through health, educational,
agricultural and emergency relief initiatives in 138 countries around the world. Our generosity helps people
worldwide to achieve self-sufficiency, to reach their full potential, to lead lives of dignity, and to reach some
level of comfort and freedom from want and fear. Thank you for the $1,383.00 that was collected!!

Dinner Bell

The next scheduled Dinner Bell sponsored by our church will be
May 5th.

We get there at 3:00 pm to help set up and are finished by 6:00
pm. You can also just come to serve at 4:45 and be done by
6:00. For more information call Judy O. at 860-5235.

Hope to see you there!

SAVE THE DATE: MARCH FOR MEALS, SATURDAY, MAY 16:

On Saturday, May 16, Newfound Area Senior Services in Bristol will host the 4™ Annual March for
Meals to raise funds to help support the Meals on Wheels programs managed by the Grafton
County Senior Citizens Council at its eight centers in Grafton County. Last year’s event, hosted
by the Littleton Area Senior Center, raised $30,000 of which nearly $20,000 was raised in
Littleton alone. Within the Littleton service area, over 3,000 tasty, nutritious meals are
prepared and delivered on a monthly basis by dedicated volunteers. To donate or create your
own fundraising page, visit http://marchformeals2015.causevox.com/teamlittleton.

For additional information, contact the Littleton Area Senior Center at 444-6050.

CHURCH KITCHEN UPDATE

The new equipment in the kitchen so far consists of 2 four-slice toasters, 3 crockpots, 3
griddles and the 2 food Warmers. A big thank you to Dorothy Usher, Tina Peabody, Jean
Kimball and the Ladies Society for their donations to help make this possible! A few more
items are needed as this effort is still a work in progress. Thank you, Judy Oleary
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