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s Message

pastor’

‘Whose woods these are I think I know.
His house is in the village though;

He will not see me stopping here

To watch his woods fill up with snow.

So here it is, the day we’ve been waiting for, the vernal equinox, the day
the light catches up with the dark. It comes with thoughts of purple crocuses
breaking the silence of color in the afternoon sun; it comes with drams of
darting little birds who build their twiggy nests in the rafters of the woodshed.
The first day of spring; I open my curtains, sit down with my tea and watch the
wakening world fill up with snow.

Easter is so often painted as a celebration of spring. And sometimes that
works. Sometimes our celebration of the Resurrection coincides with the re-
awakening of sleeping bulbs and the coming of warm, sunny days. But what if
it doesn’t? What if the time comes to ponder the wonder of Easter and spring
seems very far away?

It’s good to celebrate the cycles of nature; the cycles of nature are a
blessing from God. But Easter is more than just a cycle of nature. Easter goes
deeper than that. We human beings did our worst. In our lust for power and
control, we Rilled the One God sent to love the world. “Crucified, dead and
buried,” we say when we recite the Apostles’ Creed. Jesus was not a seed in the
ground, waiting for the spring to reawaken it. In the normal course of nature,
the One God sent to love the world would have been forever lost to us.

But God, in mercy, chose to contradict the ways of nature. God, in
generous kindness, chose to give life where there was none. When everything
really was hopeless; when davkness really had finally put out the light; when
Jesus, the gift of God’s love was really dead, God stepped into the depths of
darkness and breathed the breath of life, fresh and new. “For God so loved the
world . ..”

And God still does that. God still pours out love in places where there’s
no reason to expect it. God still offers forgiveness in places we thought were
forever darkened. God still breathes the breath of life into places that really are
dead inside us. God still does all this. For us. Thanks be to God. So I don’t want to
dwell too much on the cycles of nature when I think about Easter. The cycles of
nature will take care of themselves. But the life-giving Breath of God is here
right now. I want to share it with the world. I have to share it!

The woods are lovely, dark and deep.

But I have promises to keep,

And miles to go before I sleep,

And miles to go before I sleep. (Robert Frost)

blessings,

dowvid




First Congregational Church
April 2014

Office Hours: Mon — Fri 9:00 am — 1:00 pm
Pastor’s Office Hours: Wed — Thur 10:00am — 12:00 pm

Music Director’s Office Hours: Wed 4:00 — 8:00pm and Sun 9:00 am — 12:00 pm

Sunday

FH — Fellowship
Hall

LP — Ladies Parlor

CR - Class Rooms

6 — 5" Sunday 7

Lent

9:00 AM-Adult Bible
Study-CR/9:15 AM-
Choir Rehearsal- LP

10:00 AM-
Worship/Communio

n
Sunday School
11:15 AM-Coffee
Fellowship - FH
13- 6" Ssunday
Lent

9:00 AM-Adult Bible
Study-CR/9:15 AM-
Choir Rehearsal- LP

Pastor's Sabbath

11:30 AM-AA - FH

14
Pastor's Sabbath

11:30 AM-AA - FH

Monday Tuesday

1
11:30 AM-AA - FH
5:00 PM-Property
Committee

UApuil shewers

6“."‘} 6:00 PM-Al Anon - LP
May flowers

8
11:30 AM-AA - FH

6:00 PM-Al Anon —
LP

15
11:30 AM-AA - FH

4:00 PM-Dinner
Bell/All Saints'

5:00 PM-Finance

Meeting 6:00 PM-Al Anon - LP
10:00 AM-Palm
Sunday Service/ 6:30 PM-Council
Sunday School Meeting - FH
11:15 AM-Palm
Sunday Brunch —
Christian Ed
20 21 22

9:00 AM-Adult Bible |Pastor's Sabbath

Study-CR/9:15 AM-

Choir Rehearsal- LP 11:30 AM-AA - FH

10:00 AM-Easter

11:30 AM-AA - FH

10:00 AM -Christian
Ed -CR

5:30 PM-SLLC Board

Sunday Service -CR 6:00 PM-Al Anon - LP
No Sunday School 6:00 PM-Eastern Star
11:15 AM-Coffee

Fellowship - FH

27 28 29

9:00 AM-Adult Bible Pastor's Sabbath

Study-CR/9:15 AM-

Choir Rehearsal- LP [11:30 AM-AA - FH

10:00 AM-
Worship/Sunday
School/Food Pantry

11:15 AM-Coffee
Fellowship - FH

11:30 AM-AA - FH

6:00 PM-Al Anon - LP

Wednesday

2
9:00 AM-Pat back to
work

11:30 AM-AA - FH

6:30 PM-Choir
Rehearsal - LP

7:00 PM-Weds. Night
AA - FH

9

11:30 AM-AA - FH

1:30 PM-Ladies
Society - LP

6:30 PM-Choir
Rehearsal - LP

7:00 PM-Weds. Night
AA - FH

16
11:30 AM-AA - FH

6:30 PM-Choir
Rehearsal - LP

7:00 PM-Weds. Night
AA - FH

23
11:30 AM-AA - FH

6:30 PM-Choir
Rehearsal - LP

7:00 PM-Weds. Night
AA - FH

30
11:30 AM-AA - FH

6:30 PM-Choir
Rehearsal - LP

7:00 PM-Weds. Night
AA - FH

Thursday Friday Saturday

3
11:30 AM-AA - FH

4
11:30 AM-AA - FH

5
7:30 PM-AA - FH

2:00 PM-Overeaters

Anonymous

10 11 12

8:00 AM-Ecumenical |11:30 AM-AA - FH 8:00 AM-Men's

Prayer Meeting Breakfast Group at the
Weddington’s

11:30 AM-AA - FH

2:00 PM-Overeaters 7:30 PM-AA - FH

Anonymous
17 18 19
11:30 AM-AA - FH 11:30 AM-AA - FH  |07:30 PM-AA - FH
2:00 PM-Overeaters 7:00 PM-
Anonymous Ecumenical
Good Friday
7:00 PM Maundy | service at the
Thursday First
~ service Congregational
in the sanctuary Church

24
8:00 AM-Ecumenical
Prayer Meeting

25
11:30 AM-AA - FH

26
7:30 PM-AA - FH
11:30 AM-AA - FH

2:00 PM-Overeaters
Anonymous
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Shining Lights Learning Center

Apil
[ _—

All of us here at Shining Lights are anxious for spring weather! Both the Caterpillar Room (our
toddlers) and the Butterfly Room (our preschoolers) are beginning activities centered on spring with
hopes to see warm weather soon. The Caterpillar’s are learning about birds and will be making bird
feeders in the near future. Our Butterflies are beginning a unit on frogs and frog life. The week prior
to Easter both rooms will make Easter projects learning about our Savior’s Resurrection.

Due to weather conditions our trip to Riverglen House was postponed and is rescheduled for March
27" The Butterflies will visit and enjoy a puppet show. Stay warm in hopes that the spring thaw is
just around the corner.

Psalm 100

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.

Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing.

Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his
pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. Give thanks to him, bless his name.

For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.

E e T

The Caring Tree
Members of the Caring Tree team periodically receive a Journal that consists of names
addresses and (when needed) phone numbers of people in need of some TLC. Each team
member then decides on the people they wish to contact, either by a visit, phone call, card or
note. We do not hold meetings, nor is there any pressure on team members as to what they do
each month. Yet, with God’s guidance, it is working. This has become an important way of
connecting with people outside daily sphere as well as church members. If you know of anyone
who should be on the Caring Tree list, or would like to join the Caring Tree team please contact
Karen Carbonneau at 838-6849 or vickarencarb@gmail.com.
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“Classifieds and Notices”

Wanted and Needed
e COffee Fellowship
hosts
Please sign up on board in front
Of church or call Pat Whipple at
444- 3376
Coffee Fellowship
iS an important ministry and
Creates a more welcoming
atmosphere for members and
visitors

Also needed, ushers and
greeters

Music at All Saint’s Church
during Lent at 12:10 p.m.
Thursday, March 27 Sue

Openhowski and Elena Gott

Thursday, April 3 Joyce Roy

and Barbara Serafini

Do you want birthdays
and anniversaries put
in the monthly
newsletter?

Food Collection Sunday -

March 30th, 2014

The Food Cupboard suggests the
following items:
Shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, hand/bath soap, toilet
tissue, baby diapers, coffee, teabags,
hot chocolate mix, canned milk. Dry
milk, Jell-O puddings & gelatins,
soups, canned meat (turkey, chicken,
ham, tuna corned beef, Spam). Dry
cereals, instant oatmeal, rice mixes,
pasta, canned beans, canned
vegetables, cake mixes, frostings,
crackers. Dog and cat food- canned
and dry. Money for gift cards to
purchase perishable items is
appreciated also. Thank you

FinanCial Report

February 282014 YTD
Member support: $ 31,876.5C
Scheduled w/d from | $ 4,561.00
trust funds
Transfer from Mission| $
Capital Camp. fund
Other income: $ 4,000.59
Total Income: $40,438.09
Total Expenses: $ 29,541.2¢
Net: $ 10,896.83

The will of God will

never takeis where the

Grace of @d will not

sustain us.

| s mtfue that it all
depends on the way yol
lookatthings? If you hav
love,friends, family, healtl
good humor and a positiy
attitude towards life-
you' ve go.t

Pat Whipple will be on
vacation starting March
24th and will return to work

on April 2nd.

There will be office
coverage while she is away
if you need to re ach anyone.

But the fruit of the spirit is
love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness,
faithfulness

Galatians 5:22
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K‘ Mission Spotlight

WE ARE A “FIVE FOR FIVE” CHURCH: The First Congregational Church of Littleton has once again been recognized as a
“Five for Five” church: one which provides not only Our Church’s Wider Mission basic support, but also contributes to
all of the special offerings of the United Church of Christ (One Great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen the Church,
Neighbors in Need, and the Christmas Fund). For 2013, only 44 of the 138 member churches of the N.H. Conference,
UCC were accorded this recognition. From 2010 to 2013, although we gradually scaled back our basic support from
$5,400/year to $4,600 to meet budgetary constraints, our total giving to UCC programs actually increased by nearly
17%, from $6,850 to $8,001. We have the opportunity to continue our rich tradition of generous giving to those less
fortunate with the upcoming “One Great Hour of Sharing” offering on March 30. For the past 65 years, the UCC has
been a partner in this multi-denominational refugee, relief and development initiative which helps transform lives and
aid those in great need in 138 countries around the world. Last year, our members and friends donated $1,877.60,
more than doubling our 2012 contributions and surpassing many churches with substantially larger memberships.
Please give generously!

“MARCH FOR MEALS”: SATURDAY, MAY 17: The Littleton Area Senior Center is hosting, on behalf of the Grafton
County Senior Citizens’ Council, our county’s participation in the third annual “March for Meals” to support and
expand the “Meals on Wheels” program for delivered meals to homebound seniors. In the Littleton service area,
talented cooks and dedicated volunteers prepare and deliver approximately 3,300 meals each month, in addition to
1,200 congregate lunches served each month at the senior center. Although the cost of each home-delivered meal is
about $8.50, recipients are asked to donate $3.00, but only about 40% are able to afford even that modest cost. Last
year the GCSCC raised $20,000, of which $4,000 was raised in Littleton alone; this year’s goal is $100,000, to help
ease the impact of funding lost during the federal sequestration in 2013. In addition to a gentle 5 km walk, a
multitude of family activities and fundraising events are being planned — watch for additional details in upcoming
church bulletins and the May issue of Steeple Talk. If you would like to join the walk and solicit pledges or make a
donation, or if you would like to support a walker by making a pledge, please contact Bob Muh at 444-5228 or via
email at muhfamily@roadrunner.com .

“HAND IN HAND” SEEKS VOLUNTEERS AND DONATIONS: The Hand in Hand program, now moving into its third year
as a local initiative, is a coalition of area businesses, churches, social service and civic organizations, facilitated by
New Hampshire Catholic Charities, which mobilizes area teens and adult mentors, with technical assistance from
local contractors, to perform painting, repair and limited home renovation projects for elderly, disabled and low-
income homeowners, as well as the families of service members deployed overseas. The principal activity of Hand in
Hand is a week-long work camp which will take place from June 22 to June 27 this year, but the program has also been
expanded to include “Weekend Warriors” (short term projects which can be undertaken on a weekend or school
vacation) and chore services, such as dog walking, snow shoveling and serving as a walking companion for a senior
citizen. Bob and Judy O’Leary have mentored students on projects for the past two years, and other members of our
church have provided administrative and logistical support. Hand in Hand is recruiting adult volunteers to serve as
mentors for projects of varying duration and complexity during the work week in June, and is also seeking donations
to help meet the costs of paint, construction materials and associated supplies. Donations, payable to the New
Hampshire Catholic Charities Emergency Assistance Fund, may be sent to New Hampshire Catholic Charities, 41
Cottage Street, Littleton, NH 03561. For additional information or to volunteer as an adult mentor, please contact
Tony Poekert at NH Catholic Charities, 444-7727, ext. 11 / tpoekert@nh-cc.org or Bob Muh, 444-5228 /
muhfamily@roadrunner.com .
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Sunday School Happenings:

Jesus is coming!! Alleluia!!

In the celebratory spirit of the first Palm Sunday, the Christian Education Committee
has a very special day planned. On April 13, come to church and bring a friend! The
children will be presenting a skit during the church service. Following the service, all
are encouraged to enjoy pancakes, bacon, sausage, and eggs together as a church
family. Brunch will be offered by donation. All profits will be matched out of the
Children’s Mission Fund and donated to Meals on Wheels so just by enjoying some pancakes we can all make
a difference in our community!

Easter Sunday

Easter is a time for celebrating our Risen Savior together as a church family!! Children

and their families are encouraged to participate in an intergenerational church service.
A small gift will be provided to each of the children in attendance following the church
service. We would also like to wish everyone a happy and safe spring break! There will
be no Sunday School on Easter Sunday or April 27.

You have been Mugged!

The children have been working on putting together special welcome mugs for any first time
visitors. Each mug contains David’s business card, a bookmark from the children, a
bookmark with the books of the bible, a candle and a granola bar from the Land of Milk and
Honey. The idea is that new friends will be “Mugged!” Old friends are encouraged to purchase

a mug for just $10. Money from mug sales will go towards buying more mugs for new friends in the future!

A very special thank you to all who participated on our MARDI PAW celebration, held March 2 during Coffee
Hour! During Sunday School, the children decorated a King Cake. Slices of this cake were sold by donation.
Congratulations to Phil Krill for winning the silent Auction! Thanks to Brooke Glynn for baking all of the
cakes! A total of $125 was raised for the Second Chance Animal Rescue!

Shoes Wanted!! - Second Chance is collecting unwanted shoes that still have some life left in them (no
boots, slippers, flip flops...just shoes). They sell them to make money for the shelter and it is a win, win,
win...you get rid of unwanted shoes, they get money and it keeps shoes from going into landfills where they
take 200 years to break down. Also, donations of dog and cat food are always wanted to be distributed to
local families who cannot afford to feed their pets. Bring your donations to church and we will get them
where they need to go!

Phil Krill takes the cake - Linda Warden




Mardi Paw Celebration to earn money to donate to Second Chance Animal Rescue
Sunday School

Kim, Oriah, Nolan, Linda

Curran Smith 91° birthday celebration of Richard Holland
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Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. W. David Weddington
Administrative Assistant: Pat Whipple
Organist & Choir Director: Dottie Morton
Officers
Moderator: Tina Peabody
Vice Moderator: Ann Craxton
Treasurer: Dudley Bailey
Assistant Treasurer: Joyce Krill
Financial Secretary:

Committee Chairs
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Deacons: Ann Craxton
Finance: Dudley Bailey
Mission: Bob Muh
Music: Rachel Clark
Personnel Relations:
Property Management: Art Hunt
Overseer of the Trust Funds:

Shining Lights Learning Center
Board Chair: Suzanne Schott
Director: Dianah Hale




